                               ROMANS 
                             Chapter 1

                                 Week 1

The Blueprint

A. What to believe 

(1:1-11:36)

1. Sinfulness of Mankind

2. Forgiveness of sin through Christ

3. Freedom from sin’s grasp

4. Israel’s past, present, and future

Paul is going to clearly set down before us the foundations of the Christian faith. All people are sinful; Christ died to forgive sin; we are made right with God through faith; this begins a new life with a new relationship with God. Like a sports team that constantly reviews the basics, we will be greatly helped in our faith by keeping close to these foundations. If we study Romans carefully we will never be at a loss to know what to believe.
B. How to behave

(12:1-16:27)

1. Personal responsibility

2. Personal notes

Paul gives clear, practical guidelines for the believers in Rome. The Christian life is not abstract theology unconnected with life, but it has practical implications that will affect how we choose to behave each day. It is not enough merely to know the gospel; we must let it transform our life and let God impact every aspect of our lives.
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Background
At the time of writing this letter Paul had not yet visited Rome yet he had come very close to Rome having taken the Gospel all the way up to ILLYRICUM. Below are the 3 missionary Journeys of Paul prior to him going to Rome..
[image: image1]
                                                   PAUL’S 1st MISSIONARY JOURNEY
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                                                                              PAUL’S 3rd MISSIONA                                                            MISSIONARY

                                                                              JOURNEY

The Church in Rome must have been planted therefore by those who had been present on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10) as none of the Apostles had yet been to Rome. Rome was also periodically visited by travelers who came to trade and do business such as Priscilla and Aquila as seen in Acts 18:2 and Romans 16:3-5. These traders and travelers would have brought the Gospel with them. Therefore it is very interesting to note that the Church in Rome does not owe its existence to the work of the Apostles as in Jerusalem but rather due to the trader, vendor, fisherman, slave marketer. We see that very early on in the life of the Church and especially in the life of the Church in Rome that God was using the witness of all, not just the Apostles to establish the local Body of Christ. 

The planting and growth of the local Church in Rome is a testimony to the work of the laity so to speak for the lack of another word, in spreading the Gospel. So it is that the Church in Rome was established not through the preaching of some great sermon or lecture. NO! It found its beginnings in the market place, in the kitchen, in the stables, at the slave market. It is in these places where men and women met and connected with other believers, having a common faith in Jesus Christ they would come together to pray for one another and share meals together, so it is that the home Church in Rome was established by God’s grace. 
A. What to Believe
Paul begins his message to the Romans by revealing the sinfulness of all mankind, explaining how forgiveness is available through faith in Jesus Christ, and he explains what believers experience in life through their new faith. In chapters 1-11 we will learn about the centrality of faith to becoming a Christian and to living the Christian life. Apart from faith, we have no hope in life.
1. Sinfulness of Mankind (1:1-3:20)
i. Paul’s Greeting (1:1-5)

“This letter is from Paul, Jesus Christ’s slave, chosen to be an apostle and sent out to preach his Good News.” (v1)
Firstly Paul refers to himself here as the writer of this letter and with much humility calls himself Jesus Christ’s slave. Secondly he reveals his God appointed authority that being of an Apostle. Thirdly he reveals the work God has given him to do, that being to tell all he sees about Jesus Christ. 
So it is that we know Paul as the writer of this letter yet not the author, the distinctiveness of the two designations is very important as Scripture is clear that God is sole author of his word and men wrote as they were led along by the Spirit. So we can now put that aside, Paul is the writer yet God is the author. 
Let us now take time to look at the fact that Paul calls himself a slave of Jesus Christ. I think we all know what it means to be a slave yet I would like us to look at one specific Scripture that should help us to understand the idea more clearly in the context of being a slave to Christ. In Luke 22:42 it says “Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will, not mine.” Here we see Jesus submitting his will to that of his Father’s, in other words being a slave to the Father’s will, putting the plan of God the Father before his own sufferings. Friends being a slave to Christ can I believe be seen in the same way, that being submitting to Christ even in the face of intense suffering putting Jesus’ will before our own. In other words being a slave to Christ’s will. The idea is one of total obedience or submission. Jesus himself said that if we love him we will obey him. 
“This Good News was promised long ago by God through his prophets in the holy Scriptures.” (v2)
In v2 Paul now tells us about the origin of the Good news that he has been sent to preach. Paul now clears up any misunderstanding the Romans might have picked up along the way as to the source of this Gospel that they have heard and which he Paul preaches. This Gospel Paul says was something promised long ago and it is not some new teaching. It can be found in the writings of the Jewish prophets, the writings of God’s chosen people. These writings are freely available in any synagogue and are read publicly every Sabbath day. 
Was it not the Berean’s who turned to these same ancient Scriptures to check up if Paul’s Gospel was true or not as seen in Acts 17:10-12. Jesus himself read from these ancient Scriptures in the Synagogue as seen in Luke 4:16-21. So it is that Paul turns to the only writings that can back up his Gospel message that being the writings of God’s prophets as found in the scrolls read out each Sabbath day in the Synagogue. 
Friends for us today it is no different as we to turn to the same ancient writings, as set before us in the Bible.
                                     Week 2

i Paul’s Greeting (continued)  (v1-5)
Introduction
This morning we are still looking at Paul’s greeting. Last week we saw how Paul introduced himself as a slave and as an Apostle, as well as a chosen messenger of the Good News. Paul’s slavery is towards Christ and as such he serves as an Apostle in the household of God. The Romans would have understood this comparison as all slaves of the day served in there masters household in one or other designation, be it cook, household manager or door keeper. In this case Paul’s position in God’s household is one of an Apostle.
We were also introduced to the local Roman Church, as I shared with you last Sunday it was not established by the Apostles or some great sermon or lecture but rather by the layman so to speak. It owed its beginnings to the market place and the private homes of Christians living and working in Rome. It is interesting to note that the Church in China shares the same history in many ways with Rome in its beginnings. So today we find ourselves looking at Chapter1:3-5 as we complete Paul’s greeting.

“regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David,”
Now Paul starts sharing the Good News fulfilling what he had said in verse 1 that he had been sent out with the Gospel. Interestingly enough Paul immediately tackles the issue of Jesus’ human origins. He is of the line of David and yet at the same time he is God’s Son. At the time of Paul writing this letter there were many disputes questioning Jesus’ Messiah ship as there are even today. Was He the Christ? Was he truly the promised savior? spoken of in Genesis 3:15, when speaking to the snake God mentions the coming of Jesus Christ in these words; 
“…he will crush your head(reference to Jesus overcoming Satan by His resurrection from the dead), And you will strike his heel(reference to Jesus being betrayed by Judas and being sentenced to death by crucifixion).” It was important for Paul to set the facts straight about Jesus’ human ancestry or lineage because if this was misunderstood then one could doubt the truth of the Gospel.

Is it possible that Paul had received messages from Christian travelers coming from Rome that the above mentioned disputes were going on in the Roman Church, we probably will never know, yet for me it is no coincidence that Paul jumps into the Good News at this point. He could have started sharing the Gospel at any point yet he chose to start here with the human ancestry of Jesus. Where was Paul getting his information from about the ancestry of Jesus, well friends directly from the Jewish records which were extremely meticulous. In fact it was the same records that Matthew must have consulted when writing his Gospel. Turn with me please to Matthew 1:1-17 which was our reading today. We notice in v6 and v16 that Paul’s assertion in Romans 1:3 that Jesus was a descendant of David is confirmed by Matthew.
The unbeliever might say, ‘So what! Jesus comes from the line of David everybody has ancestors.’ But Paul’s point is this that the Messiah was expected by the Jewish people themselves to come from the kingly line of David. Jesus qualifies as a candidate as he is from this kingly ancestry. One cannot right off the fact that Jesus could be the promised Messiah as spoken of in Genesis 3:15. 
This may be so, yet Paul know turns to even stronger evidence of Jesus’ Messiah-ship the fact that he was raised from the dead in v4.

“And Jesus Christ our Lord was shown to be the Son of God when God powerfully raised him from the dead by means of the Holy Spirit.”
Paul is clear that the raising of Jesus from the dead was not some co-incidental act or some freaky supernatural event rather it was initiated by God the Father to prove that Jesus was his Son. It was an event involving God’s full power as displayed by the presence of God’s Spirit which was also the agent of God’s creative power as seen in Genesis 1:2 where we read “But the Spirit of God was moving over the water.”  So it is that Jesus qualifies to be the Messiah, the sacrificial saviour of the world as he is descendant from the kingly ancestry of David and most importantly He was raised from the dead by the power of God.
Yet the skeptic might point to the fact that Lazarus was raised from the dead as well. Yes true, but surely it is significant that it was Jesus who raised Lazarus from the dead, attributing the power of life and death to Jesus, power that only belongs to God. Let us now turn to v5 the final words in Paul’s greeting.
“Through Christ, God has given us the privilege and authority to tell Gentiles everywhere what God has done for them, so that they will believe and obey him, brining glory to his name.”
Friends sharing the ‘Good News’ is a privilege Paul says. It comes with an authority that is divinely ordained an authority placed upon the believer by God when he or she received his or her Spiritual gift. Paul’s authority is in his apostleship. Our authority friends, is wrapped up in the gifts we have received from the Holy Spirit. As an Evangelist God has placed upon me his authority to preach, and the Holy Spirit works, when I preach, because I do not preach to you by my own authority but by God’s authority. 

So friends as you exercise your gift be bold and do not be meek as the authority you exercise is God’s and not your own. We also notice that this privilege to share the ‘Good News’ is only reserved for the believer as it is “Through Christ…”  and God given. 
Friends Paul explains to us that our task is essentially one of passing on or being a messenger like the game broken telephone. We also see that this message must go everywhere with us, it is not to be left at home when we go to work. The ‘Good News’ isn’t like our lunch box that we so often forget on the kitchen counter, only realizing this when we get to work. 
Our work is simply, to tell people what God has done for them by sending Jesus to the world as a man. Our goal is also simple, so that they to can be saved and start obeying God just as we do. Paul’s is clear that when people get saved and start obeying God then it is he that gets the glory and not the messenger, something we all need to remember.
Conclusion
So it is that Paul’s greeting speaks firstly to the doubters, to those that choose not to believe, to those that choose to deny that Jesus is the Saviour of the World and the Son of God, to those that choose to ignore all the evidence. Paul speaks to these doubters by laying the evidence before them as a lawyer would before a jury in a court of law in the hope of getting a not guilty verdict for his client. 
Secondly Paul speaks to the Church reminding them of the privilege they have in sharing the ‘Good News’ of Jesus. Reminding them that it is not all about looking good and it is not all about numbers and great sermons and ordinations. No! It is all about glorifying God in their daily lives, at the office, on the sport field, life is all about God and his glory.
                                   Week 3
ii. Who are You? (v6-7)
introduction
Last Sunday we finished with Paul’s greeting to the Romans in v1-5. Firstly we saw how Paul tackled the subject of Jesus’ ancestry proving that Jesus was from the ancestral line of David, the line that the Messiah would come from as prophesied in the Old Testament. Secondly he spoke of how Jesus was raised from the dead by the power of God, by the working of the Holy Spirit, which was proof that Jesus was God’s Son. He also spoke of how God has given the gentiles the privilege to be saved and all this is for God’s Glory.

Today we will be looking at v6-7 which is so packed with the Gospel that one could spend hours talking about what God is saying about salvation with specific reference to the Gentiles, that being you and me.
“And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ” (v6)
Paul uses four key words here which refer to how the Romans became who they are now, the words are ‘you also’, ‘called’ and ‘belong’.  
a. you also

The Romans are not alone, when one is being persecuted for one’s faith one may often feel very alone and Paul reminds the Romans that they are part of the larger body of Christ with the words ‘you also’.
It was Elijah that experienced this feeling of loneliness when he was on Mount Sinai hiding in a cave. He said God “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” (Kings 19:10,14) God’s response was “Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel-all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.” (Kings 19:18).  Friends let us always remember that we are not alone, the Church is a very large family encompassing the whole world. Paul’s words would have surely encouraged, and comforted the Roman Church in there sufferings for Christ. His words would have also confirmed there place in God’s family, that they were truly part of the body of Christ. 

Who are you Romans? Well you are also part of God’s family.
b. Called
Now Paul deals with how they became part of this world wide family of God. They were called. This calling was God’s choice and had nothing to do with those in the Roman Church, Scripture tells us that God chose us first and that we love him because he loved us first. This calling was set even before God laid the foundations of the earth. 

So friends, none of us are here by chance today, none of us can claim any right to belong to Trinity Chapel Durban, it is God who has put us here. The fact that you may have filled in a membership form at some time in the past is of no consequence that is but man made rules. If you have chosen this as your Spiritual home we accept you without reservation because God has placed you here. You are not accepted based on a piece of paper, but on the fact that God has called you. This is important as in the early Church people were welcomed in to the Church based purely on God’s calling not for any other reason. Paul does not say “ To all those who hold Roman Church membership, for those that have filled in the forms and received the certificate.” No it is directed to all that have been called by God in Rome. 
c. belong
This refers back to what Paul said of himself in v1 when he called himself a servant or slave of Christ Jesus. The word ‘belong’ carries with it the idea of ownership, that we are owned, that we are somebody else’s property in this case  Jesus’ property. We became this property because God called us and gave us to his Son Jesus as depicted in these words “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me…” (John 17:6)  “I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.” (John 17:9) Why is this idea of belonging so important friends well the Bible speaks of us as being orphans before coming to faith in Christ, in other words children without a father. But now that we belong to Jesus we are no longer orphans and our father is God himself. We now have a place that we belong it is in the Church, the body of Christ. 
I want to make a few observations at this point about belonging in respect of what it means in the context of the local Church. Just to emphasize what I have already said. If you come to me and say I want to join as a member of TCD. Does this mean that you need Church membership to belong at TCD, No of course not! Does it mean that now if you join as a member of TCD you will now belong, No of course not! All it means is that you now can vote at a Vestry meeting and be put forward for a position on counsel. Let me emphasize that your belonging at TCD is based on one fact one fact alone that you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and saviour. This is God’s Church he makes the rules he decides who belongs and who doesn’t. But for order sake man likes to have a few rules of his own. Personally I don’t believe in Church membership as I believe there is no Biblical justification for it. Yet I have come to realize that from a practical perspective it is necessary. 
“To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” (v7)
We are still dealing with the question of ‘Who are you Romans?’ which brings me to my next point.
d. God’s Love
Here in v7 Paul reminds the Roman Church, that they are the object of God’s love, springing from the fact that God is the one who has chosen them and called them and given them to his Son the Lord Jesus Christ.
e. To be a saint 
It is at this juncture that Paul deals with what the Romans Christians are called to be, that is to a position of sainthood. In many respects this is very similar to what Knights of the Roundtable used to be. A knight in medieval times was a representative of the ruling Monarchy or king. A knight’s job was to serve the king and the king’s realm which he ruled over. His job was to protect the throne at the risk of losing his own life. 
A Christian saint is someone who serves God, he is a representative of God’s realm or kingdom he is a warrior in God’s army. A saint serves the cause of the Gospel above all else. Just as a knight took an oath to fight evil and stand for what is good, to ride out and conquer the enemies of his king. A Christian saint is called to fight evil and stand without fleeing when God’s enemies approach. A saint's weapons are not physical swords and shields but rather the power of God as found in the Good News as seen in Romans 1:16.
                                   Week 4
iii. What we have (v7)
Introduction
If you have your outline in front of you, we are still busy with section ‘A’ in Romans entitled ‘What to believe’ this runs from chapter 1:1 to chapter 11:36. At present we are looking at point 1 which is entitled the “Sinfulness of Mankind” Just to refresh our memories we have dealt with firstly ‘Paul’s Greeting’, Secondly with the question ‘Who are you?’ Paul himself has addressed the question of how Jesus is the Messiah using Jesus’ ancestry as proof of his Messiah-ship. How Jesus comes from the Messianic blood line of David and how he qualifies to be seriously considered as the promised Messiah. 
Paul has been emphatic that in both his personal experience and Scriptural understanding that he considers Jesus without question or doubt to be the Messiah. We have seen a very scientific and deliberate argumentative approach by Paul, to prove to all at Rome that Jesus is who he claimed to be. The Son of God!   The Saviour of the World!  God himself in the flesh!  Paul’s greeting has not left any stone unturned to prove his point. 
All this being true! Paul then tackled the place of the Roman Church within the greater body of Christ. Explaining how the Romans were not alone in their struggles for Jesus. On the contrary they were part of a bigger Church that encompassed the whole Roman Empire. 
The implications of Paul’s words is clear, it is always Kingdom first, denomination second. The Pharisees of Jesus time believed in denomination first and kingdom second. The danger of putting Church policy/denominationalism first is that you become isolated and legalistic as you start applying rules made by man instead God’s grace into situations. 
Friends whatever policies or rules we introduce in our family here at TCD must always be judged according to how the grace of God works in his world not by what makes us comfortable. 

Let us now turn to the second half of verses 7 which I have entitled ‘What you have’ Today we will be looking at God’s Grace.
“…Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” (v7)
Today we are going to look at what God has poured out on his Church in abundance that being ‘Grace and peace’ The implications for you and I are great. But before we apply these implications to our own family here at TCD, and also into our personal lives, let us look at these words more closely.
a. Grace and Peace
When looking at this part of v7 we can easily get caught up in the meaning of the words and how they apply to us and debate semantics and use analogies such as ‘God’s Grace at Christ’s Expense’ But today I would rather concentrate on the source of this grace and peace namely the Father and the Son.

The source of the grace and peace that we have received is God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Firstly it is parental as Paul refers to the Fatherhood role of God in our lives. It is not God in general terms so to speak, in other words it is not God the creator but God the Father. It speaks of provision of a guiding hand and a nurturing Spirit. It speaks of a fatherly love towards a child, a love that supersedes that of a friend. It speaks of family and protection it speaks of correction, discipline and walking alongside, all the roles that are attributed to those of us who are fathers.
Secondly it is a grace and peace that is acquired through suffering, not ours but Jesus’ suffering. It is a grace and peace that is acquired through the cross and applied by the Holy Spirit in the sharing of the Good News of salvation. It is not a general feeling of happiness or joy, on the contrary it is an acknowledgement of the Father’s gift to all that he has made, namely Jesus. The Scripture speaks of a peace that surpasses all understanding found only in Jesus Christ,  God’s sacrificial lamb. This grace and peace is blood stained, forever bearing the marks of Jesus’ sufferings. It has been won for us, acquired for us, obtained for us, or whatever word you want to use, at a very high price.
‘Friends it is Grace and Peace to you, through the sufferings of the cross, by the gift of God our Father, in the person of his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ!!!!!!!!!!’

Implications:

Are we living our lives in such a way that this grace is evident to the world. The proof that we have received God’s grace is that we exercise grace towards others. 
Examples of Local Church policies that can isolate the local Church from the community it serves as well as isolating that community from experiencing God’s Grace are: 

· Our Church policy is that we don’t give money to the needy. (We put money above needs)

· Our Church policy is that you can only serve if you become a member. (We hinder gifts within the body)

· Our Church policy is that our facilities are only for our members. (We become selfish)

· Our Church policy is that we only baptize members.

(The country club mentality)

· Our Church policy is that you must first bring your ID book, fill out this form come back next week for a food parcel. (We put organization before grace)

· I need some help. Unfortunately our Church policy is that you must be a member? (We portray a clicky nature)

The danger is that we can become ‘SECTARIAN’ only accepting those that fit into our rules and regulations just like the Pharisees of Jesus’ day who added over 600 rules to the Ten Commandments affectively withholding God’s grace from those they considered unworthy of God’s grace such as prostitutes, tax collectors, non Jews.
Friends these are policies or rules that promote exclusion and are ungracious.

                                   Week 5

God’s Good News

Introduction
Last week we spoke about the importance of being a community of God’s ‘Grace and Peace’ how vital it is that we as a local church not allow our rules, structures, and regulations to govern or dominate the way we respond to those within the community we serve. Any organizational structures that we may have must serve the people and not the other way round. In short friends we are accountable to God at the end of all things not to rules made by men as helpful and wise as they may be. 
I also spoke about one of the great internal threats to any local church, that being the one of sectarianism. I mentioned how the Pharisees went from being a genuine God centered move to a sect, as they saw there commentaries on God’s commandments as more important then the commandments themselves. The Pharisees became the victim of sectarianism because they gave into rules made by men. Our guide in all things friends must be the Word itself and not men’s commentaries on that Word no matter how helpful they may be.
As we move into v8 today we are going to be looking at how Paul responds to what God is doing in Rome.

a. Paul God’s Man (v8)

“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the world.”
Paul’s focus is clearly God centered, what is happening in Rome, has its source with God therefore God gets all the thanks and glory. It is a reminder for us here today that any success we may have with the Gospel in Albert Park Durban is God’s success not ours. As I was writing my message I was listening to a song with the words ‘greater things are yet to come, greater things are still to be done in this city, there is no one like our God, there is no one like you God, we believe in you God.’ Friends, do we believe that God can do in our city, what he did in Rome, or is our faith unable to reach that far. 
So the question is, how is God going to do in our city what he did in Rome? Well Paul gives us the answer in these words ‘…through Jesus Christ…’  through the sharing of the cross friends, through a faithful commitment to the truth, God will do in our city what he did in Rome that being build his church on his rock which is Jesus Christ.
But note how Paul recognizes the faith of the Roman Church in the work of God. A faith that astounds the world! A faith that can overthrow the darkest heart! A faith that travels! A faith that is grounded in God! 
How is your faith today friend? Does your faith leave a mark behind? Do people speak of your faith in your absence?
Paul in v8 has focused on the three most important characteristics that should be evident to anyone who has any significant contact with us. That being our God centeredness, our Jesus talk or our testimony, our faith which governs all our responses to the world we live in. The question is why would the Roman world speak of the Roman church’s faith? Surely, not just because they believed in God, there were many gods within the Roman Empire at the time. You could take your pick of which one you would like to adopt as your god. Well friends it was because of how they responded to there suffering because of there belief in Jesus, an unwavering faith even in the face of death. A faith lived not by sight. So Let us now leave v8 pondering this question, Do we!  Have such an unwavering faith friends?
b.Paul the Gospel Man  (V9)
“God whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son,…” 
‘Take up your cross and follow me’ Jesus said this to his disciples and Paul demonstrates this in his life with the words ‘God, whom I serve with my whole heart…’

How many of us can say that we serve God with our whole heart. What Paul is saying is that God’s desires for him (Paul) come first. Paul’s service towards God is that he tells the world about the Son. Paul answers the question for us, the important question that says, ‘How can I or how do I serve God?’ the answer being to tell all we meet along the road of our lives about Jesus. This is whole hearted service towards God. 
c. Paul the Prayer Warrior  (v9-10)
“God whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you in my prayers at all times;…”

I was struck when reading v9-10 how Paul calls upon God to witness to the fact that he is praying for the local Church in Rome. It is almost as if some people might have been saying that Paul was avoiding the Roman Church that he somehow didn’t really care for their wellbeing. If this is true then it doesn’t surprise me that Paul writes in this way. Friends it is so easy for any of us to say to someone we care for them and are praying for them. In fact it has in many Christian circles become the expected response to a person in difficulties. But the truth is that we often don’t carry out this promise, we don’t pray, we forget about the person and their needs. 

Paul here says I have not forgotten about you, I have kept to my word that is to pray for you constantly, daily I remember you at Rome and pray for you. Paul says that God can testify to his (Paul’s) prayers for the Roman Church. The fact that Paul had not yet visited Rome had nothing to do with Paul. It had everything to do with God. It was God’s will that Paul not make a trip to Rome. Yet Paul says that he is praying that God will allow him at this time to come to Rome. Paul says that there have been hindrances that have prevented him from coming to Rome and if he was to come God would have to remove them first to enable him to make the journey. In other words God would have to open the way.

Friends, life for us is not a bunch of unconnected coincidences, rather we should be looking for God’s will in every move we make, every job we choose. In every aspect of our lives we should be asking God what his will is for us. “God, should I sell my home? God, should I take this job? God, which shelter would you want me to stay in tonight? God, where is the best place for me to make a living today. God, I am planning a journey soon is this what you want me to do?”

As Christians we cannot live a life based on sayings such as ‘k se ra se ra what ever will be will be’ Paul recognizes this fact when writing to the Roman Church.

d. Paul’s desire (v11-12)
“I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong”

Many may debate what Paul meant by the words ‘…impart to you some spiritual gift…’ some may say that by the laying on of hands Paul gave certain gifts from the Holy Spirit to members of the Roman church at Rome, gifts such as prophecy, healing, tongues, knowledge and so on. 
But for me friends Paul himself dispels any notion such as this and he leaves us in no doubt what he meant when we read v12 which says ‘that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.’ (v12)  Amazingly Paul is talking about fellowship, meeting together talking together, sharing what God has done in our lives is the way we impart spiritual gifts to one another. It is through this sharing that we build into the faith of a brother or sister and make them strong. Friends it is all about encouragement.
How many times in your life have you being going through a difficult time and by speaking to another Christian has left you thinking ‘I can get through this’ You become encouraged by your fellowship, yet it is a mutual encouraged as they also see your struggles and how you are holding desperately onto Jesus and think to themselves ‘If Jesus can get you through this, then I need not fear my struggles’ This what I believe Paul is referring to when he talks about imparting a spiritual gift.

Conclusion
Friends we need to believe today that God is able to do in Durban what he did in Rome so long ago. But God will only do in Durban as in Rome if we stay true to Jesus. God worked things out in Rome through the faith of his people, so it is that God will use our faith to work out his purposes here in Albert Park. We are to be Gospel men and women staying true to God. We must continue to pray for one another, and if we want to be a spiritual blessing we need to work on our relationships and see our fellowships as an opportunity to build into each others lives. We share a common faith a faith linked in Christ.
                                 Week 6
Introduction

We have had a two week break from Romans so I believe it would be helpful for us to briefly refresh our memories of where we have already been in our journey. We are at present looking at section A. ‘What to Believe’ which will take us all the way from Ch 1:1- Ch11:36. In section A we will be looking at 4 points 1. The Sinfulness of mankind. 

                              2. Forgiveness of sin through Christ. 
                              3. Freedom from sin’s grasp.

                              4. Israel’s past, present, and future.

So today we find ourselves still looking at ‘The sinfulness of Mankind which only ends 3:20.

Firstly in 1:1-5 we saw how Paul started by introducing himself as a slave towards Christ and as an Apostle in the household of God.  We were also introduced to the local Roman church which significantly seems to have not been established by any of the Apostles but by Christian men and women living and trading in Rome. Paul then proceeded to address Jesus’ ancestry and how he was from the messianic family line of David. 
Secondly in 1:6-7(a) Paul addressed the place of the gentiles and how they are included in God’s people Israel.  Paul dealt with the idea of belonging that we belong to Jesus and we are no longer orphans. 

Thirdly in 1:7(b) Paul dealt with what kind of community the church is that it is a community of grace and peace, God’s grace and God’s peace.   

Fourthly in 1:8-12 Paul commends the Roman church for their amazing faith, being talked about all around the Roman world. Paul also spoke of three characteristics to be found in any local church 1. A God centeredness. 

                           2. A Jesus talk or testimony. 
                           3. A living and active faith. 

So Today we will continue from v13.

Paul’s Brief Reminder (1:13)
“I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) … ”
We saw in v9-12 how Paul spoke of his prayers for the Roman Church and of his desire to come and have fellowship with them, yet unfortunately it was not possible at the time. In v13 Paul continuous explaining how he often  had planned a trip to Rome. 

Paul wanting to clear the air and pave the way forward for his up-coming visit to the Roman Church once again addresses the fact of why he hadn’t come to them sooner. He is concerned that they might have feelings that he had been avoiding them. So he explains briefly once again that it was circumstances beyond his control that had kept him from visiting them. 

Paul’s Concern (1:13)
“…in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles.” 
It is interesting to note that Paul accepts that within the Church at Rome there is going to be people who are unconverted, men and women, who may be very religious yet totally devoid of eternal life. Paul desires to speak to these people and God willing bring them to salvation knowledge. 
Very often the danger arises that we get so caught up in the religious dressings of the local church that we can run the danger of assuming people’s salvation. Let me give you some examples, baptism, confirmation, Bible study, communion, Sunday services, works of service etc. Friends Paul is well aware, as we should be, that you cannot rate someone’s heart condition purely by there involvement in the local Church. Simply being involved is not a sign of being born again.
Within every local Church there is always those who are trying to be saved by good works or by there involvement yet they are far from God, because their hearts are still made of stone. These are the people Paul is referring to when he speaks of having a harvest within the Roman Church.

We also notice in these words “…I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles.” that Paul is God’s Jew set aside for God’s Gentiles. Paul is God’s missionary to the non Jew. He has been set aside to reach out to a culture foreign to his own. That is often what mission work is all about friends, assimilating one’s self into a foreign environment for the sake of Christ. That is exactly what Paul is doing as he enters the world of the pagan gentile nations surrounding 
Jerusalem.
Paul’s Job Description (1:14-15)
“I am bound both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome.” 
I have often wondered if Paul’s statement here includes Jews as well. I have concluded though that it doesn’t, rather he is trying to hit home that it doesn’t matter what kind of Gentile you are be it Phoenician, Roman, Greek, Ethiopian, that he is bound to all non-Jews to share the Gospel with them. My reasoning for this is that it makes sense as it follows v13 where he speaks of his commitment to the Gentiles. In v15 this becomes more apparent as Paul desires to preach in Rome a mixed Gentile city. 

To bring this home for us today into our context here at Trinity Chapel we need to say that we at TCD are committed to sharing the Gospel with the people of Albert Park. That is our focus, as this is where God has put us, Albert Park is our mission field. Yet even though Albert is our mission field we are willing and ready to share the Gospel with anyone from the broader Durban city community if they cross our path. Our mission field does not include Pinetown, Umlazi or Johannesburg. So our statement would go something like this ‘We are bound both to the Albert Park community and the broader Durban city community.’ But we are not bound to the Pinetown community or Umlazi community or Johannesburg community. We are bound to serve here in Durban where God has put us.
We see in v15 how Paul has seen the Gospel working among the Gentiles who were always considered as outsiders by Israel, referred to as dogs by the Pharisees, Paul previously being a Pharisee himself and having seen God at work among the so called ‘dogs’ Paul is eager to preach to the so called ‘dogs’ in Rome as well, with the full expectation that God is going to do in Rome as he had done through Paul’s preaching elsewhere.
Paul’s Experience (1:16)
“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” 
What is it that makes Paul so confident and unashamed of preaching the gospel, well friends I believe the answer is simple, IT WORKS!  Paul has at first hand seen the gospel change lives, first and foremost his own as he went from a persecutor of Jesus to a follower of Jesus, and finally an Apostle to the Church of God throughout the known Gentile world. 

Let me say friends that if the gospel hasn’t changed your life you will never be confident that it can change the lives of others. You will always doubt its effectiveness and be embarrassed to share the gospel. 
If you yourself have not experienced God’s power working in your life as you receive the preaching of the good news, you will never be able to witness in any affective way to others. Your reservations, your doubts, your embarrassments will be glaringly obvious to all that listen to you. The man or women who can share the gospel with ease, is the man or women, that has experienced personally the power of God residing in the message.
Conclusion
Paul does not want us to become comfortable and fall into the trap of a faith based on works as apposed to a genuine Christ centered faith. Taking for granted that people are saved based on what they are doing or have done within the local Church. We do not test one’s heart by one’s service in the local Church structures. 
We must look at our feet first before looking to the horizon. 
In other words work in our own Jerusalem before working in another’s distant harvest fields. Friends so many local churches are involved in foreign missions yet ignore the plight at their own front door. Unfortunately I believe we at TCD do not have the luxury to look further afield at this point as our local needs far outstrip our financial capacity that God has given us. 
Paul reminds us that the Gospel in his experience does work and we must not waver in our commitment to the proclamation of the truth that is Jesus.
                                    Week 7

                         Taking the Message apart
Introduction
When Bev and myself bought our Opel 1600 GSE back in 1992 we didn’t care about the inner workings of the engine. The things that were foremost on our minds revolved around how the car looked. The choices we made were only based on what we could see, that being the shiny metallic maroon finish, the bucket seats the shape of the steering wheel, the cool exhaust and the rear ferring. 
But over the last 17 years I have got to know pretty much everything about the car. If there is a noise I could probably in a second pinpoint it for you. I know where the petrol pump is, the petrol filter, the oil filter and I know how the battery is kept in place. Having worked on the car myself I instinctively now what is bugging it on those mornings when it refuses start. In short friends I have come to know all about the inner workings of the vehicle I own.
In a similar but yet totally different way when I responded to the gospel and God saved me, I knew nothing of what the message actually contained. At that point all I knew was this, that I needed Jesus. But 14 yrs latter the gospel means so much more to me as I have grown in understanding and knowledge of God and Jesus Christ his Son and the Holy Spirit.

Paul is no different to me or you as he new very little of the message himself when he got saved, lets look at what he knew in Acts 9:1-5. 
1. What Gospel did Paul receive? (Acts 9:1-5)
As we look through these verses we see what Paul actually knew at his point of salvation was the following: 

1. The one appearing to him was in actual fact the Jesus that the disciples were speaking of, for which he was persecuting the Church.

2. He was told that he was in actual fact persecuting Jesus and not men as he thought.

3. He was to go to the city of Damascus and wait for further instructions.

Surely not a very sound gospel message one would think. Jesus never spoke of the cross he suffered on, Jesus never spoke of the blood he shed, Jesus never spoke of his resurrection from the grave, Jesus never mentioned Paul’s sin or judgment day. Jesus never spoke of hell or heaven, yet Paul was soundly converted. 
2. Some may argue that Paul’s knowledge saved him?

Some may convincingly argue that Paul being a Pharisee would have known much about the promised Messiah and this knowledge and learning would have kicked in when Jesus spoke to him. 

But friends this reasoning is not in line with the Scriptures as Ephesians 2:8-9 is clear that salvation is not by knowledge of the Scriptures but by grace through faith. There are many in the world that have much knowledge of the Bible but are sadly unregenerate/unsaved. Look at these words Jesus spoke to the Pharisees in John 5:39-40 “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.”
Friends if you have never realized this before today has to be a day of awakening for you. This book cannot give you eternal life only the one that it speaks of can, that being Jesus the Son of God.

So then how is it possible that Paul got saved with the few words he heard from Jesus? Well friends he met the one that the Scriptures spoke of, Jesus. You cannot have a relationship with the book, it must be with the one whom the book is speaking of.
3. The Gospel is more than just Words
It is more than just a well prepared sermon or Bible study, it is far more than a well thought out gospel outline. It is all about a revealing, it is about a revelation, it is about God and his righteousness, it is about faith and most importantly it is about Jesus. 
It is all about an unseen truth like the trailer which is towed behind a vehicle always following. At first the car is only visible and only as it passes by do we see the trailer. This unseen truth follows after the words we speak, but unlike the trailer they are invisible truths they cannot be clearly explained by you or me. But this unseen truth about God is what is applied to the heart and mind when we speak the Word of truth. It is not applied by us but by the Holy Spirit!
Let me give you an example, I know a brother who got saved in the most amazing way. He was sitting in his office one day an unbeliever never had he ever believed or read the Bible. Yet in a moment of absolute despair, at the point of wanting to take his life he fell to his knees in the company parking lot next to his car and called out to God and God heard his cries and he now serves as a missionary with ‘AIM’.

4. What is this unseen truth?
Well it is God’s righteousness, which can only be understood in the context of a faith in Jesus. Remember what Jesus said to the Pharisees about life not being found in the Word but in the one whom the Word speaks of. This unseen truth is God’s standards revealed through the gospel message. God’s standards revealed through the cross as God righteously punished Jesus as he bore the burden of our sin and lawlessness. 
The gospel is all about God’s righteousness having to be met or satisfied, not by us, but for us, in the person of Jesus. It is only those who have met Jesus that can live a life of faith. It is only them that have met all the requirements of God’s righteousness in Jesus. Having then themselves, been declared righteous by God. Friends for each one of us, that have met with Jesus dwells an unseen truth, that being the righteousness of God. You can’t see it, you can’t taste it, you can’t touch it, but it is there.
5. How is this unseen truth revealed?
By faith friends by faith “…a righteousness that is by faith from first to last,…” The Bible speaks of us being blinded by the ruler of this world, the Devil. That means that it doesn’t matter how much knowledge one gains of Scripture as an unbeliever one can never understand the righteousness of God, because one is blind, it would be like me trying to understand Greek or Hebrew. It is only by faith that this truth becomes evident. Faith is the key that opens our understanding, a faith in Jesus that is.  
                                    Week 8
                                      God’s Anger
Introduction

Let us together remind ourselves what we are trying to learn by studying Romans friends. 1. We are not seeking intellectual knowledge. 2. We are not trying to fill ourselves with facts that we can regurgitate at the next Bible study we attend. 

No friends we want to be able to live out what we hear today.

I heard somebody once say, ‘The Christian God of the Bible is vindictive, just because the world wants to live without him gives him no right to punish the world for it.’ Well friends statements like these are so far from the truth that they are ludicrous in the extreme. So today let’s find out the truth according to God himself.
1. Why is God Angry?  (1:18)
“The wrath (anger) of God is being revealed from heaven against all godlessness…” 
People need to know why God is so angry. But should God be angry?  Isn’t anger a sinful emotion? 

But if God is holy, good and righteous then isn’t it possible that just maybe he has a good reason to be angry! What do you think? Surely this anger is not the same sinful anger that we sometimes live out and experience friends! These are all questions and thoughts that the world debates, considers, thinks when talking about God.

The world doesn’t want to know about an angry God. No, that will not do! They just want to hear about a loving, caring, compassionate, anything goes deity. The world doesn’t want to hear about sin and judgment. But friends whether the world likes to hear it or not, God is angry! He is angry because of the godlessness of human kind.
2. What characterizes godlessness. (1:18)
God answers this in v18 by using three words ‘…wickedness of men…’ It is also interesting to note that God tells us in v18 that the world has made a conscious choice to be godless because they “…suppress the truth by their wickedness,” another way of translating or reading this verse would be that they “…push the truth away from themselves.” So it is that the world has consciously and actively chosen to follow a lie, in so doing the world chooses to reject the truth. Every time someone does what is wicked they make a choice to be godless.
So it is through one’s wicked behavior that one can be characterized as a person without God. So it is that a person is godless by the wickedness present in their life. 
This is very important because we so often make assumptions based on our own understanding of what it means to be godless. We would say that a person is godless because they don’t go to Church, attend Bible study, pray or even read their Bible. Now it may be true that these judgments are proven to be sound. But is it wicked not to go to Church? Is it wicked not to attend a Bible study? Is it wicked not to pray? Is it wicked not to read your Bible? If these were judgments of what it meant to be wicked, then there are probably a lot us here today that could at times be judged as being godless. Think about it! 

Friends it is clear from this verse that a person’s godless state cannot and should never be assumed based on their religious activities but rather on their behavior. Scripture tells us that we will know a righteous person by their fruit, so it can also be said that we can know an unrighteous person by his or her fruit. The question for us is what kind of fruit are we producing in our lives.
3. God accepts no excuses for godless behaviour (1:19-20)
i. God has programmed himself into us (v19)
The excuse often used by the world is how can we know there is a creator, God. Some people even actively appose God, such as Mr Dawkins who wrote the book a God delusion. Mr Dawkins is one of the worlds for most atheists and evolutionists. His self admitted goal in life is to destroy the idea of a god any god, he is against gods in general be they Hindu, Muslim etc. Yet he admits in his book that the Christian God is actually his target. So Mr Dawkins says this God thing is all a delusion.

Friends the only delusion in Mr Dawkins book is with the writer Mr Dawkins. God’s response to the ‘God Delusion’ is found in v19-20.
The truth is not out there somewhere, in fact to know the truth Mr Dawkins doesn’t even have to read the Bible. The truth is in Mr Dawkins makeup something God put in him when he created him in his mother’s womb. It is instinctual to his nature just as it is instinctual for him to walk, talk and think. God has put the truth about himself in each person’s heart (v19). God’s has made himself known to us inwardly it is weaved into the fabric of our being, it has been programmed into us. Yet you know friends that man has being trying to find the delete button since time in memorial to get rid of this programming because of his wickedness.

ii. God’s programming is clearly seen all around us (v20)

Creation is the tapestry which God has woven. People tell me that when someone paints or creates a tapestry there unique character is evident the work. Well friends to look at the tapestry of God’s creation, is to see God’s uniqueness in and through it. The person of God is invisible to the naked eye yet the existence of God is clearly portrayed in his handy work. To ignore this would be as ridiculous as standing in an art gallery in front of the Mona Lisa and to deny it was painted by Michael Angelo. Yet men like Mr Dawkins make themselves out to be a fool by doing this exact thing, when they each day step out there front door and enter into God’s art gallery.
It is through this gallery that God reveals to us his power and his divinity. 

                                   Week 9
                                We all know God
Introduction
Last Sunday we saw how God’s anger is justified because Mankind has chosen by his wickedness to ignore God. This behavior God has called godlessness. God accepts no excuses for this kind of behavior. We also saw how God has programmed his existence into what he has made. God is not hiding from us. Rather He comes into full view in the universe that surrounds us. 

Today we will be looking at the arrogance of the world when confronted by this view of God portrayed in creation.

1. Changing the image of God (1:21-23)

i. They rejected God
These verses are all about rejection. We all know what it means to be rejected by someone that knows you. Here we find God being rejected by those that knew him. 
The key word here is found in v21 and it is ‘although’ which denotes and action in spite of knowing the opposite. Let me explain this more clearly. You pull up to the petrol station with your friends car, he has told you that it is a petrol driven vehicle and it takes 95 unleaded petrol, but ‘although’ you knew this you went ahead and filled it up with diesel. You have acted opposite to what you know to be true as if you didn’t care. So here we see in v21-22 that although they knew God they acted opposite to what they knew to be true, as if they didn’t care. 
ii. Why did they reject God
Well v21 tells us that they became to clever for their own good, they became arrogant as set out in these words ‘…their thinking became futile…’ But not only did they give themselves over to futility but they surrendered themselves to their sinful desires as seen in these words ‘…their foolish hearts were darkened.’ We also see in v22 that they had a wrong assessment of themselves as they thought they were on the cutting edge of wisdom and knowledge yet in fact they were actually acting like fools ‘Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools…’
Friends this is the kind of life those in the world live who reject God. They live a life futility and become like fools.

iii. Where did they end up
Verse 23 tells us where they eventually ended up. Well they ended up like any fool would, worshipping lifeless pieces of wood and stone. They did this by making there own god’s, not in the image of God the creator but in the image of creation. They turned from worshipping the one true God to worshipping idols. They changed God’s image.

2. God responds 

Then God steps in v24 and says well if you want to act like fools be my guest, go ahead as set out in these words 
‘…Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.” See  v26 ‘Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.’ See v28 ‘Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done.’ 
In v24-31 we have a scary description of what happens to someone who rejects God even though they know the truth.

The list of what you become when you reject God.
v24: You become sexually promiscuous.

V24: You follow a lie.

v26: You become a homosexual.
v27: Your mind is absorbed with evil thoughts continuously.

v29: You become evil, greedy and wicked.

v29: You become envious, murderous, deceptive and a  gossip.

v30: You become hateful of others and God.
v30: You become insolent, arrogant, boastful and rebellious.

v30: You are always looking for new ways of doing evil.

v31: You become hard and unforgiving and act purely on instinct.

3. They are without excuse
In v32 we have the cruncher as they do such things even though they know it is wrong. They are without excuse because they know God’s heart on the matter. Not only do they know, but they encourage others to do these things with them and cheer them on.
Conclusion
So friends today we have seen a progression of stages as one degrades into the worst of sin. Firstly one rejects God, Secondly one starts worshipping things made by men, Thirdly one becomes a fool, Fourthly God steps in and hands you over to your foolishness, Fifthly one starts following a lie, Sixthly one spirals out of control into all sorts of sinful passions and lies. And as v36 says ‘…such things deserve death,…’ Which is ultimately speaking of God’s judgement.
                                 Week 10
                                Chapter 2

     Self-Righteousness: The final nail in your coffin
Introduction

Chapter 2:1-4 touches on something that is so prevalent within society, and it is sad to say even within the Church itself. That being the sin of hypocrisy which raises its ugly head or shows itself in the attitude of self-righteousness. God having dealt with the godlessness of mankind in chapter 1:18-32, now turns to those same godless people who look upon others and judge them as being without God yet they have seemingly forgotten that they are exactly the same. 

The sin of self-righteousness is probably the worst sin as we deceive ourselves into believing we are better then others and in so doing we negate the grace of God in our lives. It is a sin that is without humility and leads to death.  
1. Let’s Talk about ourselves, the Church
At this point I would like to take some time before entering chapter 2 to speak about the mistaken interpretation of one particular Scripture that has in my opinion led to the local Church being totally ineffective within the community it serves. That being 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. I ask you to bear with me as we spend some time looking at these verses before moving on with Romans.
Establishing the context:  Firstly v 14-15 cannot be interpreted apart from there foundation which is clearly found in the old testament quotes of Lev 26:12, Isaiah 52:1 in v16-18. The context is in reference to Egypt from where the Jews were delivered by God to the promised-land. The idea is that they should not go back to practicing things such as idol worship which was prevalent in Egypt and had crept into the Jewish way of life as portrayed at Mount Sinai when they built the golden calf, returning as such to Egypt. 
God was not saying to the Jewish nation become separatists and do not even talk or live next to an unbeliever or do business with him. Rather God was saying that they should not participate in the sins of the unbeliever. You may now at this point question what this has got to do with Romans Chapter 2? Good question! Please bear with me as I try to answer that question. 

Looking back now at 2 Corinthians v14-15, many Christians have used these verses mistakenly to advocate that a Christian should never go into business with an unbeliever or join a local Lions or Rotary organizations or allow there children to mix with unbelieving children. If this is true then obviously Jesus got it all wrong as he mixed with prostitutes, tax collectors, thieves, murderers and the like. What did he tell these people whom he mixed with, well it is interesting to note that he told them that he did not come to judge but to bring life. 
Friends v14-15 is not condemning friendships or partnerships with unbelievers, rather it is condemning idolatry. Why is it so important that you and me understand this, well friends if you hold to the first interpretation which encourages total separation in all areas of life you are going to become judge and jury, you are going to become self-righteous, you are going to become a hypocrite. This will happen whether you mean it or not and gradually you will slip into the trap of ‘I am better then them’. You will in essence become a Pharisee and a legalist. Think about it!
But now back to Romans 2 which is all about judging and self-righteousness the things we need to be aware of in our lives. 
2. God’s Kindness and patience
In v1-4 the reason given for not being judgmental and self-righteous is God. If anyone has the right to judge surely it is He, yet he has chosen to be kind, tolerant and patient. These verses are directed to those who think they can get away with doing what they themselves condemn. The self-righteous would look upon the description of the wicked in chapter 1 and say ‘What terrible people you have been talking about!’  Yet it is interesting to note that in v5 that they themselves are in danger of the fires of hell. The reminder in v6 is clear, the self-righteous will be found out on judgment day. It is also important to note that the self-righteous do not possess kindness, tolerance and patience. 
Friends let me say that the self-righteous often reveal themselves within the church context through their advocating of a life of legal observance and profess to be doing only what is right and in actual fact they do not love God but are rather absorbed with themselves as seen v8. They are the kind of people who would tell you or me that we are sinning by doing the following. As a Christian you shouldn’t be shopping on a Sunday or you shouldn’t allow your kid’s to play sport on a Sunday or you should only be using this or that version of the Bible. When coming to church you should dress this way, or you shouldn’t eat this or that food as it is not pleasing to God. It is them that sit every Sunday in the pews passing judgment on you and me.
3. Observance is not the key.
In v7 and v10-11 we have the wake-up call to the self-righteous. Firstly observance is not the key to eternal life and it is not a sign that one is a Christian, children of God show their colours by their good works not by observing certain rituals or rules set by men. Furthermore the self-righteous believe that they are special in God’s eyes because they are keeping all the rules and the laws, that they therefore deserve to go to heaven. But in v11 we have a reality check for the self-righteous ‘God does not show favoritism’ 
Isn’t it interesting to read v12-16 and see how God deals with the attitude of those that think because they have the Scriptures they are better off then those who don’t when it comes to pleasing God. I can just imagine the Pharisees agreeing with the first half of v12 and saying yes God go for it punish those evil wicked Gentiles. But oh what a shocker in the second half of v12 that God is also alongside these wicked evil Gentiles going to punish them. Friends the Jews were the opitimy of self-righteousness when it came to who God was going to save, this being only them and it was Jesus that blew this theory right out of the water when he taught that the kingdom of God was for everyone.  
4. Possession is 9/10th’s of the law. (v17-28)
This is all about the possession of a relic, it is all about superstition and the worship of an idol. The Jews believed because they had been given the two tablets of the 10 commandments and were heirs to the great law giver Moses and possessed the scrolls of the law and had a temple built in Jerusalem that they were special. The written code had become more important to them then God, it held iconic status taken out every Sabbath day and read out loud to the people. The Jews were worshipping the Book and not the writer of the book and God deals with this very strongly in these verses.
Conclusion
Friends from chapter 2 we learn a very important lesson that God does not tolerate self-righteousness. It is not about the bells and the whistle, it is not about the frills and the buildings. It is not about how well you do on the law meter and how well you observe certain rituals and practices. In fact it is essentially not even about the Bible. It is about God and more directly Jesus Christ. 
                                 Week 11

                                Chapter 3

1. The Question? (v1)
In chapter 2:17-28 we dealt last week with the fact that the Jews thought they were more special because they had the law and the sign of God’s covenant with Abraham circumcision plus the writings of Moses. Yet this just made them become self-righteous. Yet they did not realize that these things cannot save you. 

So it is now that chapter 3 opens with a question, that question can be understood as follows ‘If God is not a respecter of persons and one’s salvation is not secure based on your Jewish bloodline or the fact that you were circumcised on the 8th day then what is the point of it all? That being said, then surely there is nothing special about being Jewish and therefore it doesn’t matter. One can then just discard one’s Jewish roots, change one’s name, marry an unbeliever, stop attending synagogue on Saturday’s, cease the practice of circumcising one’s children, forget about all the customs and get on with one’s life. Well not exactly, that would be an immature and childish conclusion as we are going to see now. 
In fact it would be as ridiculous as the Church today saying well friends you don’t need to be baptized or partake of the Lord’s table to be saved or read the Bible for that matter, so we are stopping all these things and in fact let’s close the doors and forget about coming together on Sunday’s as a family. Just go on with your life and we will see each other in heaven some day.
2. The Answer! (v2)
The Answer is clear and precise and it all revolves around the mission God gave the Jewish people. He had entrusted them with His word, not just for themselves but for the whole world. They were to be the guardians of the truth given to them on Mount Sinai (Ten Commandments) and through the writings of Moses and the Prophets. The fact that they were Jews did matter for this very reason. 

May I at this point say friends that the Church cannot close up shop because our mission is exactly the same today. We have been entrusted with the mission of getting God’s word out to the whole world.

3. Another Question? (v3)

The second question can be understood or written this way. ‘If it is all about faith then surely there would be some who were relying on all the practices doing all the rituals thinking they were right with God yet they would not be according to the faith assessment even though they were Jews part of God’s people what about them?’. The contention here is that if God chose them and they were not saved then surely God did not live up to his promise to save his chosen people Israel.

4. The Answer  (v4-20)
The answer to this contentious question is spelt out clearly and lengthily with the intention of bringing about clarity on the issue of sin and righteousness and one’s standing before God. Yet the initial response is short and to the point, that being an emphatic No! A lack of faith amongst the people of Israel can never nullify God’s promise to save Israel. So let us now look at the reasoning for this. 
5. The Childish Response (v5-8)

This is one of those responses you expect from a spoilt little 5 year old. Having been told that being a Jew doesn’t get you to heaven and that God is actually proven right by the fact that you are sinners. The self righteous respond by saying well let us indulge in all kinds of sinful behaviour to show the world that God is right, because the more we do evil the more right God is about the sinfulness of mankind.

It is almost like saying to God well if you don’t care that we read the scrolls and you don’t care that we attend the Synagogue and you don’t care that we go to the Temple to sacrifice and you don’t care that we keep the Sabbath then we are not going to do any of this anymore and in fact we are going to do the exact opposite. The response of a spoilt brat a self righteous person.
When we all know friends that God is not saying to the Jews stop doing all these things but rather he is saying these things cannot save you. 
6. There is Equality in Sin (v9)
When it comes to the state of mankind before God we are all sinners regardless of our ethnicity. Being chosen by God does not make you less of a sinner but rather it makes you a sinner under his grace. Friends, sin is sin it is not proportionate to your closeness to God. The Jews thought because they were ‘closer’ to God that they sinned less than others. 
May I say that this kind of attitude is the foundation of self-righteousness. To think that I am a Christian and I attend church and I read my Bible and I attend Bible study puts me in a better place when it comes to sin is ridiculous as sin is sin.

7. The reality Check  (v10-18)
So it is that that we have the reality check for the self righteous in these verses which says.

1. Only God is right. (v10)

2. Don’t think you found God. (v11)

3. You are just as bad as the rest. (v12)

4. You are riddled with sin. (v13-16)

5. You are incapable of love. (v17)
6. You think you are better then God. (v18)

8. The role of the Law
God now makes it clear to the us why he gave the law.
                                 Week 12

                                Chapter 3

                     The Issue is God’s Glory
In chapter 3:21-31 the primary issue up for discussion is the ‘Glory of God’ the key verse in this section of Paul’s letter is v23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” It is all about missing the mark or still better put not even reaching the mark. You all probably remember your sports days at school. The three events I disliked the most were Javelin, long jump and shot put. Reason being, I was hopeless at them. 
Every year about three weeks before the main sports day we all had to compete to see who would make the team for these three events. The coach would make a mark with a flag at the qualifying distance. Each year I would fall short of the flag and therefore not make the team for Javelin, shot put or long jump. It didn’t matter how much a tried I failed to qualify year in and year out, eventually I gave up and stopped trying. 
Well friends much of what is called religion now days is characterized by numerous and futile efforts to reach a mark so far that not even the best of the best could make it. This mark is a flag blowing in the wind called God’s Glory! No man or women can be saved unless they pass this mark thereby satisfying the Glory of God. 

1. Why Can’t I make the Mark? (v23)

I encounter so many people that want to know the answer to this question. They will often say that surely being a good person is satisfactory enough to make it to heaven when one dies. Now the irony of this thinking is that being good is so subjective. What is good to one person may actually be evil to another, what is accepted morals in one culture may be punishable by law in another culture man’s idea of ‘GOOD’ is far too subjective to reach the mark. 
But friends it goes far deeper then just being good, which is clear in v23 we are unable to make the mark because we are inherently flawed, our design may be perfect but we have a virus which has corrupted our two most vital operating systems that being our heart and our mind. This virus governs every action we are programmed to carry out, it is called SIN. So every single effort we make to satisfy or please God is tainted.
Somehow this virus has to be deleted. We need the anti-virus or we will die. Unfortunately there is no amount of good deeds, praying, reading the Bible or coming to church that can erase this virus. Jesus made this clear when he said to the Pharisees that they would not find forgiveness in the Scriptures, they would not find the anti-virus in the Bible the reason being because they refused to acknowledge him. 

This brings me to my second point.
2. What is the Mark? 

Where is that flag planted? Well friends God made his mark by planting his flag on a mountain called Sinai in the form of two stones with ten writings upon them known as the Ten Commandments. If you want to satisfy the glory of God you have to pass this mark, this flag. This has always been the standard. Unfortunately today many believe that the mark is crossed and the flag is passed by obedience.

The Pharisees thought that by trying to obey the Sinai commandments they could reach the mark and pass the flag and thereby be saved, but Jesus blew their efforts right out of the water. Legalistic observance is not the path to eternal life. This fact is made glaringly obvious in v21 which speaks of a righteousness apart from the law. Friends we do not obtain a right standing with God by obedience to the law, it is apart from the law. And interestingly enough this is not some new teaching but rather an old teaching that has been there all the time for those who are willing to accept it. The prophets spoke of it in Old Testament. 
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                                 Week 13

                             Chapter 3

                      GOD’S BOLD PRINT

Introduction
Very often when one goes into stores like Bears, Lubners, Hi-Fi Corporation, Makro etc. One finds that the displays often include certain kinds of props. For example one might see a display of a new flat screen TV surrounded by an amazing wall unit and a coffee table plus a couch in front.
The price displayed amazingly only reads R1200, yet with closer investigation one is made aware of the ‘fine print’ on the price tag that says excluding lounge suite, coffee table and wall unit. This can be a very disappointing moment as one realizes that the only item up for sale is in fact the flat screen TV at R1200 so it is at that moment one’s dreams are crushed of receiving an unbelievably good deal.
Why do stores do this, well they realize that you and me are not going to walk over simply for the TV, so they kind’ve have to deceive us a little so as to entice us to come over and look. So therefore they have large price tag prominently placed on the coffee table of R1200 and a few well positioned props like the lounge suite etc. We actually know it is probably only the TV they are selling, but we go over any way just in case this is the deal of a life-time and before you know it we are looking and considering the TV which we probably would never have considered if it wasn’t for the props. A very clever modern marketing gimmick used by most businesses today.

But what has this got to do with the Gospel friends and for that matter Romans 3. Well isn’t interesting how when advertising so called Gospel Crusades language like the following is used. 

“Prophet Joe Soup with an international healing ministry will be speaking this Sunday at Garden View Hills Fellowship. Come one come all to be delivered from depression, illness and financial woes.” Isn’t it interesting that on these posters you never seem to find the name Jesus anywhere or the Bible mentioned. Yet there are plenty props such as healings, prophecy, finances, depression, illness, Joe Soup himself. 

Now the big stores we spoke of use the props to sell the TV that is great as that is what they are meant to do. But sadly friends in many Christian circles the props have become the most important element and the Gospel which they are supposed to serve has become irrelevant, in other words Jesus is nowhere to be seen at these crusades.   

So let us always remember friends even here at TCD we have our props such as our lovely new kitchen, our pews, our projector, our building, our keyboard, our lectern etc. But they are only useful in terms of how successful they support the proclamation of Jesus Christ. Jesus is what we are ‘peddling’ not the lounge suite, not the coffee table, not the wall unit, it is all about Jesus, it is all about getting somebody to buy that TV. 
So that is why my message is entitled ‘God’s Bold Print’ The Bible has no fine print and we must never forget that.
So what does God’s Bold Print say? Well friends it says…
               Salvation Excludes the Following
1. Salvation excludes Boasting (3:27)
We see that boasting is excluded on the grounds of lawful obedience. Firstly I would like to deal with the idea of boasting and then with the law.

It is in actual fact v21-26 that gives us the reason why we cannot boast. That is because the things we have received that make us Children of God come from God and they are not of ourselves. Salvation is a work of God which is clearly portrayed in v25-26 as it tells us that it is God that offered Jesus as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. God did this freely with no strings attached. 
It is God that justified us by faith. So it is, when we by faith are justified and made right with God we start anew. This new start is an act of grace and is not an act of obedience. This is more clearly understood when we consider Ephesians 2:8-9 which talks of salvation being by grace, through faith, not being of ourselves but rather being a gift from God and not of works, so that we cannot boast. Friends we cannot boast about something we had nothing to do with in the first place.
In other words, No man or women can put God in debt for his or her salvation! 
2. Salvation excludes observing the Law (3:27-28)
This teaching is one that upsets many Christians as we are prone to wanting to think that obedience will secure us our salvation, this being obedience to the written code or Ten Commandments. We like to tick of the boxes, boxes such as, 1. I prayed today, 2. I read my Bible today, 3. I attended Bible study this week, 4. I went to Church on Sunday. People love ticking of there godly checklist. Friends we do not judge our own or our neighbours salvation by the meter of obedience. The Bible tells us that the law was given by God not as a means of assessing our godliness but rather as a meter to assess our sinfulness. Galatians 3:23 makes this abundantly clear when it speaks of us being held as prisoners by the law in anticipation of the faith that was to come. “Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed.”
So it is that the law ends at the threshold of the cross it cannot cross over with us when we go from sinner to saint.
3. Salvation excludes Polytheism (3:29-30)
There are those that will try and convince us that there are many roads to heaven and in fact that there are many gods. Some will choose Hinduism others Buddhism others Humanism others Traditional or Cultural Religions or the Islamic Faith. There are even those that worship Mother Earth a form of Paganism believing that they to will go to a heaven of sorts. 
It is not insignificant that Paul refers to the God of the Jews being the God of the Gentiles. Polytheism was ripe in the Roman Empire and the gentiles predominantly if not exclusively worshipped a different god or god’s to the Jewish Nation. Now Paul makes it clear that no one nation or people have exclusivity when it comes to God, this is important in the light of the fact that the Jews believed that the God of the Bible was exclusively theirs.

But we see clearly that there is only one God, the God of all mankind, and it is he alone that can justify us by faith. 

4. Salvation excludes Works of Service (4:1-8)

It is clear that even Abraham had to come to God by faith, his righteousness was accredited to him by God because he believed. “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness”. (v3) So many people are relying on humanistic or social works of service to get them into heaven. The one faith that promotes this is Catholicism, there is much emphasis put on being a good Catholic. The Islamic faith also promotes the idea of goodness and charity as a pathway to heaven. True Biblical Christianity though is all about faith or believing and not about goodness and service for salvation. 
In v6-8  we are reminded of how king David spoke of how blessed the man is to whom God credits righteousness apart from works. 
5. Salvation excludes the outward physical signs (4:9-12)

    (Eg: Confirmation, Baptism, Communion.)
Now we come to the biggest confusion within modern Christian circles that being the place of ceremony in the local Church and how it reflects on one’s eternal destination. 

Once again Abraham is given as our example as one who received his righteousness prior to being circumcised. The practice of circumcision was merely a sign or reminder of the fact that he was made righteousness by God through faith. So much emphasis is put on things such as confirmation, baptism and communion within many local Churches today yet we must never forget that these are not part of the process of being saved but rather the result of being saved. You might say to me this is obvious, well friends the way some people speak within the local Church one could think the opposite. 

Take for example the baptism of children born to believing parents, so much emphasis is placed on this when in actual fact the child is going to hell because it is unsaved even though it has been baptised. Baptism is but a sign and cannot be taken as a guarantee that the child will be saved. In essence the ceremony is of no value to the child unless the child is saved before it dies. 
In other words the significants of that baptism can only be evaluated in the light of faith which will hopefully come much later. Therefore up until the child is saved that baptism is merely a ceremony. 

The best way I can explain it is like this, a child is given a trust fund of R1000 000 which he or she can only claim when they are 25 years of age. The child at the time of setting up the trust fund was only 6 years old, the money is there yet at present it does not legally belong to the child, legal ownership will only be realized when the child turns 25. 
But if the child dies before he or she is 25 they obviously will never have benefitted by the huge trust fund. So the same applies to baptism, death after baptism yet before salvation makes the baptism in essence null and void. 
This stands also for things such as confirmation and communion as non of these are of any significants unless the person is saved. So it is that salvation excludes all religious signs and practices.
Conclusion
So it is that God’s Bold Print is abundantly clear, salvation is unique in that it stands alone apart from any efforts on our behalf. Salvation is the path to all that God has in store for us, it is the threshold that all must cross and it is only when we cross this threshold that God’s blessings can follow. It is our passport to freedom and secures our entrance into the Kingdom of God. The cross is God’s stamp of approval, we all need to be me soaked in the grace that comes through the blood of the cross, the cross of our saviour the Lord Jesus Christ before God can accept us.
                               Week 14

                             Chapter 4

               FAITH, HOPE and the LAW

                               4:13-25

Introduction
33 miners trapped 800m below ground a great script for a Hollywood movie. Well today we want to talk about a man trapped in a world far from home. A world not unlike the world the miners had to endure in Chile. A cold harsh world of darkness and despair and hopelessness, both the miners in Chile and the man we are talking about today needed the grace of others or another to rescue them. 

The miners in Chile obeyed all the rules they took the necessary precautions to prohibit them from being trapped. Yet they still ended up entombed in a dark underground world. Why? They did everything right! Surely the fact that they followed the rules and procedures should have kept them safe! 
Well friends the unpredictability of sand and rock can never be overcome by a set of rules and regulations at some time or other the earth supporting the rocks is going to give way,  collapsing, in upon the miners below and trapping them. That is unfortunately the nature of mining. Mining accidents happen regardless of all the safety measures.
Well friends we all have safety measures I remember before the grace of God entered my life and how I had my own set of regulations and rules to keep me safe. They went something like this:

1. Do to others as you want them to do to you.

2. Give to those in need when ever possible.

3. Don’t swear in the presence of a lady.

4. Always let women enter a room before you do.

5. Love your family.

6. Give to car guards.

These were some of my regulations to living a safe and good life. 
But unfortunately for me I possessed one unpredictable element, in many just like the earth and rock of a mine, an element with the propensity for sinful behavior, manifesting itself in my birthright passed on to me by my great ancestors Adam and Eve, that being my sinful nature. Sooner or later without warning it was going fall like a landslide and entrap me. 
All my rules and regulations for life, no matter how hard I tried to keep them would at this moment become part of a heap of rumble known as my life. Metaphorically speaking one can say that I was just as trapped as those miners in Chile and I didn’t even know it. 
So today we are going to look at another man called Abraham, trapped himself, by a landslide we call sin. We will hear the story today of his rescue.

1. The Warning Signs (4:13-15)

As the Chilean miners entered the mine they would be confronted with notices and sign boards explaining the right conduct under ground so that they could best avoid being a victim of a cave in. These rules were known as the mining code of safety procedures. Well friends God has is own code of safety procedures. We know this code as the 10 Commandments but isn’t it interesting that just as the mining safety code could not guarantee the miner’s safety under ground so it is that God’s code can not guarantee your safety on judgment day. 

The Chilean miners lived by the code yet they almost died in the process. It could not keep them safe. So the Bible tells us in v14 that there is no safety in living by God’s code, the law “For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless,”. 
Living by God’s code does not preclude one from disaster but it does preclude one from the promise of salvation. This is because the promise of salvation and rescue comes by faith and not by the code of the law as seen in v13 “It is not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.” Rather it is the law that warns us of the dangers ahead as set out in v15 “because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.” what we see here is that the law is a reminder to us of God’s wrath and our sin. Just as the signs all over the mine were for the Chilean miner’s a reminder that working under ground is dangerous.
So what we see here is that God’s law acts as a posted sign warning us of trouble ahead. Trouble for those that think the law is there to keep them safe and to save them rather then warn them.  
Yet for those who recognize that the law is in actual fact a posted warning sign there is great hope of salvation and rescue. Abraham was such a man.

2. The Example (4:16-17)

In v16-17 Abraham is given to us as an example of one who did not live by the code. He did not trust in the law to keep him safe. Rather he trusted in God, the author and giver of the law, so it is that Abraham lived by faith, trusting in God alone to rescue him and not obedience to a code of rules and regulations. 
When the miners in Chile where trapped underground they quickly came to the realization that they were not going to get out unless somebody rescued them, facts that were self evident to them by there circumstances. In fact they were in a hopeless situation with one foot in the grave so to speak. It must have been such a day of rejoicing when the first drill bit broke through to them. Now they could get water, food and letters from there family and news of the rescue effort under way. They were not yet rescued but they now had hope and a promise of rescue. 

In v18-22 we have an example of true faith in how Abraham believed in spite of his hopeless situation, “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed…”  We also notice that this belief never wavered even though nothing seemed to be happening v19 “Without weakening in his faith,…”  God had told Abraham that at the age of about 100yrs and his wife 90yrs that they would have a baby boy. Instead of doubt which weakens one’s faith we see how Abraham gave glory to God in v20 “Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,” 
But how can one man have so much faith and unwavering belief in the promise of God when things were so hopeless?

Well, here is the clincher, friends as seen in v21 “being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.”  For Abraham it was not about two stone tablets with ten words on them, no! It was all about God and what God had promised to him. This is why it says the following in v22 “it was credited to him as righteousness.” Abraham’s faith was the key to being declared righteous in the sight of God. Therefore we can conclude, that the example must be, that a righteous man is not to be found in the keeping of rules and regulations and codes or law, but he is found in the act of faith, the belief that God will fulfill his promises regardless of one’s circumstances.
3. The Abrahamic promise is for all mankind (4:23-25)

This promise that Abraham held onto from God of Sarah his wife having a child in there old age was meant for all that would by faith would believe, a promise of eventual rescue through his bloodline for all mankind and all creation. We see this to be true when we read Matthew 1:1-2 “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ son of David, the son of Abraham:” The earthly family line of Jesus starts with Abraham and is initiated with the birth of his son Isaac.

So it is that we know encounter in Romans 4:23-25 the promise brought to its fullness emblazoned before us as the Gospel in all its splendor and glory. Allowing us to say, that everything is ‘YES’ and AMEN’ in the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God and the saviour of the world.
It is v25 that should grip us as it speaks of mankind’s  greatest hope that being to stand before God one day innocent of all blame, that is to stand before the judgment throne of God blameless of all wrong doing. But one needs to say that this hope is only available to those who believe they are sinful and therefore in trouble with God. Secondly this hope is only available to those who believe that Jesus actual did die in their place as their substitute taking the punishment and thereby the blame for their sin upon himself so that they can stand as blameless on judgment day. Thirdly this hope is only for those that believe that Jesus rose from the dead. 
So it is that by dying Jesus took the punishment and blame for our sin and by being raised from the dead he made it possible for God to pass us over on judgment and still be a just God.  
Conclusion

Just as all 33 Chilean miners were rescued so God has a rescue plan for all those that believe, even though at times things may seem hopeless. Just as God kept his promise to Abraham so will he keep his promise to those that by faith put there trust in him to keep them safe on judgment day. 
I can honestly say friends that chapter 4 in partnership with this mining disaster or should we say miracle in Chile has made me once again see the gospel much more clearly and from a totally different perspective and it has helped become clearer on God’s dealings with me as sinner in need of a saviour. 

                              Week 15

                             Chapter 5

                        PEACE AND JOY

                                5:1-11

Introduction
Very often or mostly always one might say the idea of ‘Peace and Joy’ for people, is the absence of strife or suffering. Peace brings with it the idea of quiet no noise or clatter. I know in our home we often say to our kid’s that we would just like a moment of peace and quiet. By this we mean no noise or chatter, a moment to think and put up one’s feet. Our motto is ‘WE DON’T DO KIDS AFTER 8’    but boy that idea only works in a perfect world, which as a parent I have come to realize does not exist. 

Joy on the other hand means for most people laughing, smiling and lots of gifts. Joy is all about no stress no crying and no pain. We all no the Christmas Carol ‘Joy to the world the Lord has come’ well the world has another version which goes something like this ‘Joy to the world father Christmas has come’ for the world joy is all about giving to one another not about God giving to us.

We may all agree that the above outlook on ‘Peace and Joy’ is something to be encouraged, nevertheless this outlook cannot be equated to the ‘Peace and Joy’ we find in Romans 5:1-11.
Peace with God (v1-2)

The war has raged long and hard, the rebels have refused to throw in the towel not knowing that there battle is in vain and in the end they will loose. Friends the rebellion of planet earth against God’s rule has been ongoing since Adam and Eve ate of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. It was on that day that mankind declared war on God. It is on that day that our ancestors swopped sides and went over to the enemy camp. 

Yet it is here that we encounter the offer of a peace treaty if you will, a peace treaty offered to mankind by his ‘enemy’ this is not a negotiated settlement rather it is an offer to once again return back to God’s camp without any reprisals or a court martial for defecting. We can return to God’s camp and he will accept us. The treaty has written by the hand of God and has been signed in his blood. 

The Peace Treaty: I God offer up my Son to mankind as a sacrifice for mankind’s rebellion. On acceptance of this offer any and all can return to God’s camp without any consequences or reprisals. I offer this treaty as a free gift and will impart to those that accept this treaty faith without justice, as the need for justice has already been satisfied on behalf of mankind by my Son in both his suffering and death at the hands of mankind. I God declare that this treaty grants all that accept access into my grace which I freely give.
Signed on behalf of …………..

By Jesus Christ

The war is not yet over (v3-4)

Having now chosen to accept the offer of peace with God and having returned to God’s camp does not mean the war is over. The war continues to rage on, only now we are in God’s army and as we will see our battle has just begun. We notice that being part of God’s army is a life of suffering with a purpose and a character changing experience. This suffering is what is going to change us into men and women of God. This suffering will come at the hands of our previous commander and chief Satan and our previous comrades all that have not yet chosen to accept God’s peace treaty. 
Yet notice how this suffering brings joy and hope and not despair. It has always been amazing to the enemies of God’s people how they choose so easily to give up their lives for Jesus Christ. The answer to why is found in v6-8 which we look at in a sec. 
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THEMES





Sin


Refusing to do God’s will and failing to do all that God wants.





Breaking God’s Law!





Salvation


Our sin points out our need to be forgiven and cleansed.





The Good News is that God saves us from our sin.





Growth


By God’s power, believers are sanctified-made holy.





Being free from sins control we can grow.





Service


When our purpose is to give credit to God for his love, power, and perfection in all we do, we can serve him properly 








Sovereignty


God oversees and cares about his people-past, present, and future.





Because of God’s mercy all can be saved.
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